Activation of coagulation factors on the surface of platelets.
Platelet physiology and coagulation biochemistry have traditionally been studied and conceptualized as separate and distinct entities. This brief summary of platelet-coagulant protein interactions presents an alternative viewpoint which emphasizes the effects of platelets in coagulation and the effects of coagulation proteins on platelet physiology. These interrelationships are so intimate and important that any consideration of the hemostasis mechanism that fails to take them into account is meaningless.